
Typography, Briefly





Choose typefaces with intentionality

Typography should always support your concept and reflect its purpose. If the above is a traditional 
road sign, the first one feels a little more legible to a wider range of people from a distance. The 
bottom sign might be appropriate in special instances, but probably not Highway 101.



To deal with type is much the same as to control one’s voice:

Selecting typefaces as voice quality

Having a relationship with type in shape, size, volume as voice tone.

Setting layouts of type as voices in space and time.


Typography as Voice
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Typography as Voice

“Typographic design is visible as well as audible. If you have a great 
scenario, it is time to cast good actors.”

Hoon Kim, “Typography as Voice”, Computer Arts 





Some Guidelines













There is no one way to establish hierarchy
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There is no one way to establish hierarchy



Michael Beirut on 13 reasons to choose a 
typeface

Because it works.

Because you like its history.

Because you like its name.

Because of who designed it.

Because it was there.

Because they made you.

Because it reminds you of something.

Because it’s beautiful.

Because it’s ugly.

Because it’s boring.

Because it’s special.

Because you believe in it.

Because you can’t not.



Type on the Web
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body 
  font-family   Arial  sans-serif
  font-size  16px
  font-weight  400
  font-style  normal  
  line-height  1.3
  color  #000000
  text-transform  lowercase
  text-align  center
  text-decoration  none  

{

: , , ;


: ;

: ;

: ;
: ;


: ;

: ;


: ;

: ;

}


"Helvetica Neue"

/*default*/


/*default*/
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h3 
  font-family   Times  serif
  font-size  16px
  font-weight  500
  font-style  italic  

  line-height  1.1
  color  #000000
  text-transform  uppercase
  text-align  center
  text-decoration  underline

{

: , , ;


: ;

: ;

: ;
: ;


: ;

: ;


: ;

: ;


}


"Comorant"
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.sub-heading 
  font-family   Times  serif
  font-size  16px
  font-weight  500
  font-style  italic  

  line-height  1.1
  color  #000000
  text-transform  uppercase
  text-align  center
  text-decoration  underline

{

: , , ;


: ;

: ;

: ;
: ;


: ;

: ;


: ;

: ;


}


"Comorant"



Next Week on Type
Properties like text-indent and letter-spacing

Typographic scales

Units (em, rem, vw, clamps)



https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/CSS/Reference

https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/CSS/Reference


Exercise: Typographic Hierarchies

www.hoverstat.eswww.fontsinuse.com


